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„By the way, I knew Pontryagin very well. I lived in Moscow from 

August, 1966  to January, 1967. I speak Russian which I studied 

only as an adult. I  was forced to leave early due to a pursuit game I 

got into with the KGB playing the role of the pursuer and me playing 

the role of the evader:  I arrived at the US Embassy just ahead of 

their attempts to grab me. The  entire game took place in front of the 

embassy. The game was a variant  where the evader has to get into 

the door rather than just avoid the tag for a maximal time. Clearly 

neither of us was using an optimal solution;  I survived for nearly 50 

years, so the evader seems to have won - I ran faster in those days 

than I do today, and they were not expecting me, apparently, or 
chose not to catch me due to other criteria entering. “
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